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other sciences have recommended 
the conservation of the younger men 
of science by drafting them into sci- 
entific service rather than into the 
army or navy, and have pointed 
out the importance of abundant 
provision for the training of addi- 
tional men of science. Scientific 
knowledge offers no special resist- 
ance to bullets, but when applied to 
artillery, munitions, transportation, 
food products or sanitation, it may 
be the means of saving thousands 
of lives and millions of dollars. 

THE INFANT DEATH RATE 
AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

Low wages of fathers and the 
gainful employment of mothers 
away from home accompany an ex- 
cessive death rate among babies in 
Manchester, N. H., according to the 
report on infant mortality in that 
city which has been issued by the 
Children's Bureau of the U. S. De- 
partment of Labor. 

The study was based primarily 
on interviews with the babies' 
mothers. It was absolutely demo- 
cratic in scope and included all 
babies whose births were registered 
during a single year and whose 
families could be found. Of all the 
babies studied, one in six — 165 per 
1,000 — had died during the first 
year of life. There were wide vari- 
ations in rate between different 
groups of the population, according 
to the fathers' earnings, the em- 
ployment of the mother, the con- 
gestion of the home, and the way 
in which the baby had been fed. 

Nearly half of the 1,643 babies 
had fathers whose earnings were 
less than $650 a year, and more 
than one eighth of the babies had 
fathers earning less than $450 a 
year. Only one in sixteen (6.4 per 
cent.) had fathers earning as much 
as $1,250. The death rate among 
the babies in the poorest families 



was more than four times as high 
as among those in the highest wage 
group. 

Low earnings on the part of the 
father appear to be the most po- 
tent reason for the mother's going 
to work. Where the fathers earned 
less than $450 a year almost three 
fourths of the mothers were gain- 
fully employed during some part of 
the year after the baby's birth. As 
the fathers' earnings rise, the pro- 
portion of working mothers falls, 
until in the group where fathers 
earned $1,050 or over, less than one 
tenth of the mothers worked. 

Keeping lodgers was the chief oc- 
cupation of those who worked at 
home, and working in the textile 
mills was the chief occupation of 
those who worked away from home. 
The mothers of 267 babies went out 
to work during the first year of the 
baby's life, and these babies had a 
death rate considerably higher than 
those whose mothers worked at 
home, or were not gainfully em- 
ployed. The rate is especially high 
—277.3 per 1,000 — among the 119 
babies whose mothers went out to 
work before they were four months 
old. 

The babies were grouped also ac- 
cording to the kind of house in 
which the family lived. The death 
rate for babies whose homes were 
in one-family houses was 86.1 per 
1,000; in houses containing seven or 
more families 236.6 per 1,000. Simi- 
larly the rate showed a steady in- 
crease according to the number of 
persons per room. It was 123.3 per 
1,000 where the family had more 
rooms than persons; and 245.9 
where there were two or more per- 
sons per room. 

THE SAN SALVADOR 
EARTHQUAKE 

Dr. Herbert J. Spinden, assistant 
curator of anthropology of the 



